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Veterans Crisis Line Study Act of 2017
In the period between 1999 and 2010 there was an increased number of suicide cases among the veterans of the United States. These suicide cases increased over the years with the year 2014 recording the highest number of veteran suicide cases (Bahraini & Guiterrez, 2012).Indiana congress Representative Jim Blanks has drafted a bill that seeks to establish the reason and cure for the high number of suicide deaths among the veterans by using additional resource referred to a crisis toll free line. Jim Banks bill known as the Veterans Crisis Line Study Act of 2017 directs the department of veterans to conduct a study on the outcomes and the efficacy of the toll free veteran crisis line during the period beginning January 2014 to May 2019 based on analysis of national suicide data and data collected from the line and be submitted to Congress. The study act seeks to address the efficacy of the line in leading veterans to sustained mental health regimes and suicide prevention. The act also seeks to address the lines visibility and the role of the line as part of the veteran’s affair’s mental health care services. The study act also address the matter of whether receiving sustained mental health care affects suicidality and whether veterans preciously receiving Veterans Affairs mental health care use the line in times of crisis. The crisis study act also seeks to address the lines effectiveness in assisting veterans at risk for suicide when it is contacted by a non-veteran and also the lines overall efficacy in preventing repeated suicide attempts and whether the number of contacts affects such efficacy. The crisis study line also seeks to address the line’s long-term efficacy in preventing repeated suicide attempts and whether such efficacy is temporary. The crisis study line also seeks to establish whether referral to mental health care affects the risk of suicide and the lines efficacy in promoting continued mental health care for those veterans who are at high risk for suicide whose suicide was prevented.
The departments of Veteran affairs has over the years provided several support to the veterans that range from compensation, health to documentation. The Veteran Affairs department still provides several resources to the veterans which includes burial and survivor benefits for the veterans, compensation and pension benefits, housing help for veterans, documentation and personal records for veterans. However, it is critical to note that even with all these resources and benefits provided to veterans, there still exists increasing cases of veteran suicides (Bahraini & Guiterrez, 2012). The additional resource provision of a toll free crisis line for the veterans will help significantly in reducing veteran suicide cases.
Studies conducted to ascertain the rate of suicide cases among the veterans compared to the non-veterans in the period between 1999 and 2010 in all the states show how critical the suicide issue is to the veterans. The percentage of suicides by race or ethnicity among veterans and non-veterans in the study have shown that suicide is averagely high among the veterans compared to the non-veterans. With regards to race studies have shown that the white race leads in suicide cases among the veterans  with 92% followed by African-Americans with about 4.5% ,then Indian/Native Alaskan with 0.7%, then the Asian pacific islanders with about 0.4% and other race groups recording 1.8%. With regards to ethnicity studies have shown that the non-Hispanic lead with 91.4% followed by other ethnicity groups with about 7.4% and finally the Hispanic with 1.6% suicide cases.
Another similar study on percentage veteran suicide cases compared to the non-veteran based on age groups also show high veteran suicide cases (United States Census Bureau, 2012).The age of twenty nine years and younger show results of 12.9% suicide cases on veterans. The age group of thirty to thirty nine years show a percentage of about 18.9% suicide cases. The age group of forty to forty nine years show a percentage of 34% and the age group of fifty to fifty nine show a percentage of 19%. The age group of sixty to sixty nine show a percentage of 7.1% and the age group of seventy to seventy nine show a percentage of 4.1%. Finally the eighty years and above show a percentage of 3.5% suicide cases among the veterans.
The veteran crisis line study bill proposed by congress representative Jim Banks will help to ascertain the responsiveness of the line in seeking to reduce the suicide cases among the veterans. The line as an additional resource also helps to improve and better the lives of veterans.
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